
45 Wildcat Lane
Homer City, Pennsylvania 15748



The Homer-Center Elementary School reserves the right
to adjust information or add policies and procedures as
deemed appropriate.
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All substitute teachers are certified teachers

TITLE I
The Homer-Center Elementary offers Title I services to eligible
students in Reading (Grades K-3). This federally funded remedia-
tion program provides supplemental instruction in small groups or
through in-class assistance to students that have a need for extra
attention. This program varies slightly year to year. Title I teach-
ers are highly qualified considering No Child Left Behind quide-
lines. For more information or to offer suggestions, please contact
the Title I coordinator at 479-9077.

REPLACEMENT MATH
Students in grades 3-6 may participate in Replacement Math class
with small group instruction, if determined to be appropriate.
Parents will be notified. If needed, students may receive supple-
mental math in grades 3-6, if possible.



1

placed in containers located in the main
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DISTRICT AND ELEMENTARY OFFICE STAFF

PHONE DIRECTORY
Elementary Office ..............................................................724-479-9077

Elementary Guidance ........................................724-479-9077 Ext. 1112

Elementary Nurse ..............................................724-479-9077 Ext. 1114

Elementary Cafeteria..........................................724-479-9077 Ext. 1144

Superintendent ..................................................................724-479-8080

Business Manager..............................................................724-479-3601

High School Office..............................................................724-479-8026

High School Guidance........................................................724-479-2525

High School Nurse ............................................724-479-8026 Ext. 3134

District Website ......................................................www.homercenter.org
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Superintendent of Schools ..................................Dr. Joseph F. Marcoline

Principal ..........................................................................Michael A. Stofa

Guidance Counselor ........................................................Elaine Thurston

Nurse ..............................................................................Patricia Pavolko

Food Service Director ............................................M. Susan McLoughlin

Secretary ..................................................................................Patty Iezzi
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7:55 - 8:25 A.M.

8:25 - 8:35 A.M.

8:35 - 9:00 A.M.

9:00 A.M.

9:00 A.M. - 3:10 P.M.

3:15 P.M.

3:20 P.M. ........

3:25 P.M.
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They may receive mathematics from a
teacher other than their homeroom teacher.

Homeroom assignments are at the sole discretion of the district.
These assignments will be posted in mid-August on the front
entrance doors to the elementary school.

Lunch Period Grades
10:45 A.M. - 11:15 A.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kindergarten
10:50 A.M. - 11:20 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
10:55 A.M. - 11:25 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
11:15 A.M. - 11:45 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
11:50 A.M. - 12:20 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
12:00 P.M. - 12:30 A.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
11:45 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Recess Period Grades
11:15 A.M. - 11:45 A.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kindergarten
11:20 A.M. - 11:50 A.M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
11:25 A.M. - 12:05 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
11:45 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
12:20 P.M. - 12:50 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
12:30 P.M. - 1:00 A.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
12:15 P.M. - 12:45 P.M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6



New Kindergarten students must be five years of age before
September 1 of the school year in which they are enrolling. New 
first grade students must be 6 years of age before September 1.
Ages must be verified by a birth certificate and immunization
records must be complete before students are enrolled in school.

Parents of students transferring from other schools should reg-
ister their children at the elementary office. In this way, academic
records may be obtained to insure their admission to the proper
classes.

5

Students generally conduct themselves in a manner similar to
the way in which they dress and groom. They should wear clothing
appropriate for a school setting and outdoor recess. Any type of
dress or grooming which is disruptive will not be permitted. Shorts
of modest length are permitted. Halter/tank tops are not permitted
in grades 4-6. Shirts with inappropriate slogans or advertising are
not permitted in grades K-6. Thongs and flip-flops are not permit-
ted due to safety concerns.
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6

The school assumes no response-
bility for bicycles. However, bike racks
are available for student convenience.
It is suggested that students chain their
bikes to the bike racks for safety pur-
poses. Bicycles are not to be ridden on school grounds except as
transportation to and from school.

31

MEDIA COVERAGE
The Homer-Center Elementary encourages media cover

age of special events. Students may have their pictures taken
and published as part of a school project or event.

If parents do not want their child’s picture displayed by
the media, a letter stating this should be submitted 
YEARLY to the elementary office in care of the principal.
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Parents who have questions concerning bus routes, time
schedules, or bus stops should contact the Smith Bus Company at
(724) 459-6930. Requests for changes in bus routes or bus stops
should be referred to the Superintendent. Behavioral problems on
the school bus should be reported to the school principal.



Students should not arrive at school prior to 8:25 A.M. and
should not leave for home before 3:15 P.M. unless excused at an
earlier time.

10

Parents should listen to Radio Station KDKA (1020 AM), local
radio stations WDAD in Indiana (1450 AM), WCCS in Homer City
(1160 AM), WQMV (92.5 FM), WLCY (106.3 FM) or WJAC televi-
sion station (Channel 6) for school information.

The following rules have been established in order to insure
the safety of all students who ride the buses:

1. Use only the bus and bus stop assigned. Students will not be
permitted to ride different buses unless a parent or guardian has 
contacted Smith Bus Company at 459-6930 in advance to make 
prior arrangements. After this permission has been obtained from 
the bus company, parent or guardian must notify the elementary 
office and the child’s teacher of the change either in writing or by 
phone. This permission will be granted on a limited basis since the 
bus capacity number must remain below the total bus capacity 
designated by the law for each school bus. The capacity 
number varies depending upon the seating capacity of the bus.

2. Orderly behavior is required at the bus stop.

3. Remain seated, facing front, when the bus is in motion.
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Prompt arrival at school is expected of all students. Late arrival
disrupts class and causes loss of instructional time. Any child who
arrives at school after 9:00 A.M. (after morning announcements) is
considered tardy unless a bus arrives late because of inclement
weather.

Tardy students should be accompanied by parent and signed in
at the office before reporting to their classroom (so that our atten-
dance records can be clarified and students are not charged with
a full day’s absence). 11

Student walkers are dismissed at 3:15 P.M. PARENTS PICK-
ING UP STUDENTS MUST WAIT IN THE “PARENT WAITING
AREA” LOCATED IN THE HALLWAY BY THE CAFETORIUM
TO PICK UP STUDENTS AT THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY.
All other students are dismissed at 3:20 P.M. Parents are not
permitted to go to classrooms before dismissal.
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Parent notification will be necessary before a child is 
reinstated in school.
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IMMUNIZATION SCHEDULE
The following minimum immunizations are 

required for all students entering school.
1. Diphtheria and Tetanus - Four or more properly
spaced doses of DTP, DtaP, Td, or DT, or any combinations of the three
with one dose administered on or after the fourth birthday.
2. Polio - Three or more properly spaced doses of polio vaccine.

(IPV or OPV)
3. Measles (Rubella) - Two properly space doses of live attenuated
measles containing vaccine (preferably MMRII) with the first dose adminis-
tered at 12 months of age or older, or measles immunity proved by 
serological evidence determined by the hemagglutination inhibition (HI)
test or any comparable test.
4. German Measles (Rubella) - One dose of live attenuated rubella
containing vaccine (preferably MMRII) administered at 12 months of age or
older, or rubella immunity proved by serological evidence
determined by the hemagglutination inhibition (HI) test or
any comparable test.
5. Mumps - One dose of live attenuated mumps 
containing vaccine (preferably MMRII) administered at 12 months of age or
older, or a physician diagnosis of mumps disease indicated by written
record signed by a physician or his/her designee.
6. Hepatitis B - Three properly spaced doses of hepatitis B vaccine or
a history of hepatitis B immunity proved by laboratory testing.
7. Varicella - One dose of live attenuated varicella vaccine administered
at 12 months of age or older, or chickenpox immunity proved by laboratory
testing, or a written statement of history of chickenpox disease from a par-
ent, guardian or physician.

NURSE
The nurse is responsible for the maintenance of health records,

routine health checks, parental contact concerning health problems,
care of minor injuries, and vision screening. Please be sure to con-
tact the nurse if your child has any unusual health problems or your
child is absent form school due to communicable/transferrable dis-
ease (e.g., chicken pox, impetigo, lice, etc.). Precautions may be
taken to protect other children.

The nurse’s office is open daily form 8:25 A.M. until 3:30 P.M.
Other school health personnel are on call if any emergency should
occur at other times during the school day.
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The Homer-Center Elementary School has a service club
composed of sixth graders. The purpose of this group is to
assist teachers and students with projects, as well as assist in
schoolwide and community events.

STUDENT SERVICE CLUB



MEDICATION
If for any reason during the school year your child should need to

take medication at school, please adhere to the following guidelines.
1. Any student who is to receive prescription or over the counter med-
ication must have a statement from his/her physician with written orders
on it. The order must include diagnosis of student , name of medication to be
given, possible side effects of medication, dosage and administration.
2. Medication is to be received by the school in the prescription con-
tainer as it was issued by the pharmacy.* NO EXCEPTIONS!
3. All “over the counter medication” must be in their original package or
container. Medications will not be accepted in plastic bags, envelopes,
unmarked bottles, etc.
4. A written note is required form the parent requesting that the nurse
administer medication to their child.
5. The prescription must be current.

Most medication schedules can be adjusted to enable the child to
receive his/her medication at home. For example, if your child is to receive
medication three times a day, they could receive it at home in the morning
before school, in the afternoon after school, and at bedtime. Medications
such as antibiotics prescribed to be given three times a day or less WILL
NOT be given at school. Any exception to this rule will require a physi-
cian’s written statement for the exception to be considered.
*Not more than a one month supply of medication will be accepted for
students.

EMERGENCY CARE CARD
Every student is REQUIRED to have on file, in the health office, an
Emergency Care Card. This card lists the parent/guardian’s name,
address, home phone number, work or other phone number where the
parent can be reached. The card also lists a designated responsible
adult to be contacted when a parent/guardian cannot be reached. Other
information found on the card is the name and phone number for the
family physician and pertinent medical information pertaining to the stu-
dent that is essential to providing effective care for the student in a time-
ly manner. In case of emergency, the parent/guardian will be contacted.
In the event that a percent/guardian is unable to be reached, the desig-
nated responsible adult listed on the emergency card, or the family
physician will be consulted. If no adult listed on the card can be reached,
the school authorities will take whatever action they believe necessary
to provide appropriate care that will promote the health and safety of the
student. the Emergency Care Card should be completed by the
parent/guardian and returned to the school nurse no later than the end
of the first week of school.
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COMPUTERIZED MEAL TICKET SYSTEM
The Food Service department utilizes a computerized meal ticket sys-

tem in its operation. Students access the system with a personalized iden-
tification number (PIN). Students paying reduced or full price for their
meals are required to deposit money into their account in the form of a
check or money order only. Cash will not be accepted. Deposits may be
made in the cafeteria each morning in the deposit box. Students are per-
mitted to charge up to $5.00. When students reach a low balance of $2.50
or below, a letter will be sent home requesting a deposit be made into their
account. Money left in accounts will be credited to the next school year.
Refunds will be made only to students leaving the school district.

FOOD SERVICES
Breakfast in available, FREE TO ALL students
from 8:25 - 9:00 A.M.

The Homer-Center School District recog-
nizes that student wellness and proper nutri-
tion are related to student’s physical well-being, growth, development, and
readiness to learn. The Board is committed to providing a school environ-
ment that promotes student wellness, proper nutrition, nutrition education,
and regular physical activity as part of the total learning experience. In a
healthy school environment, students will learn about and participate in
positive dietary and lifestyle practices that can improve student achieve-
ment.

Lunches are served by grade level, in half-hour sessions. Refer to
page 6. Basic nutritious meals are prepared by trained cooks working in
cooperation with the food service director. Students are encouraged to
take advantage of these services.

If students bring their own lunches, parents are asked not to send
cans or bottles of soda in their bags/lunch boxes. A juice drink box is a
good alternative, if students do not drink milk.

Free and reduced meals are available throughout the school year to
those who meet financial guidelines. An application will be sent home at
the beginning of each school year. You may secure an application at nay
time during the school year in the elementary office or from the food serv-
ice director.

SCHOOL MENU
The daily menu for our school

breakfast/lunch programs is determined by our
food service director in accordance with govern-
mental regulations for the daily requirements for
nutritious meals. The menu is sent to each home.

Parents are reminded to read the menu
sheets that are sent home each month.
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The amount of homework assigned varies and increases as
students progress through the grade levels. Homework assign-
ments in kindergarten are established to involve home-school
interactions periodically throughout the school year. Primary grade
(1-3) assignments will be given on an average of three times per
week, with work lasting about 15 minutes for grade 1, 20-30 min-
utes for grade 2 and 30-45 minutes for grade 3. Intermediate grade
(4-6) assignments will be given daily excluding most Fridays and
holidays. Daily assignments will average 60-90 minutes of work.
Homework assignments may pertain to daily instruction or special
projects (i.e., book or writing projects). Parents are asked to noti-
fy school by 9 A.M. for make-up homework. Make-up work will
be provided only on the second day and thereafter of
absence. This work will be available in the office for pickup
after 3 P.M. If your child is missing only one day of school,
homework could be made up the following day.

Parents are reminded that the times stated for assigned tasks
may vary for individuals, since children learn and work at different
rates of speed. Also, long-range projects may require work on
weekends (if students are unable to complete their work during the
week). Children should be encouraged to use their time wisely
throughout the week, to avoid unnecessary pressure of homework
assignments on the weekends.
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K-6),
computer

A - 94 - 100%
B - 86 - 93%
C - 75 - 85%
D - 65 - 74%
F - 0 - 64%
O- Outstanding
S - Satisfactory
N - Needs Improvement

gram. Formal conferences can be scheduled once a year. If the need
arises, additional conferences may be scheduled providing arrange-
ment can be made.

Some parents are hesitant about participating in conferences.
However, our teachers can do a much better job with students if they
can share their understanding of students directly with the parents,
and the parents can share important information about their children
with the teachers. If parents have special concerns, it is not neces-
sary to wait for the regular conference time. Parent conferences are
encouraged and can be arranged at any time during the school year.
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October



formal art class every 4 days with the art teacher. In addition, art
projects are directed by classroom teachers throughout the school
year.

library for teacher use in the classroom. All students have a library
class every 4 days.

All students at our school have at least one music class every
4 days. The music program provides opportuni-
ties for children to develop music skills and have 
a better understanding and enjoyment of
music. The basic elements of music are pre-
sented to students through various experiences
involving singing, listening, movement, vocal
expression, and music reading.
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eve r y
4 days. Adaptive physical education classes are provided for stu-
dents with special needs. All students should wear tennis shoes and
play clothes appropriate for physical activity on gym days.
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